
 

CHAPTER 9 
 

HAZARDOUS AREAS 
 
Section 67 paragraph (g) of the Local Planning Act of the Idaho State Code defines 
hazardous area as “An analysis of known hazards as may result from susceptibility to 
surface ruptures from faulting, ground shaking, ground failure, landslides or mudslides; 
avalanche hazards resulting from development in the known or probable path of snow 
slides and avalanches, and floodplain hazards.”   
 
The following hazards were identified were based upon a visual survey of City of Victor 
and a literature search. 
 
 
NATURAL HAZARDS 
Natural hazards include, but are not limited to, seismic, flooding, avalanche/landslides, 
and range/forest fires.  This section identifies hazards that need to be included in the City 
of Victor's planning processes.   
 
 
SEISMIC HAZARDS 
Geological and seismological studies show that earthquakes are likely to happen in any of 
several active zones in Idaho and adjacent states.  Idaho is ranked fifth highest in the 
nation for earthquake risk.   
 

 
FIGURE 9.1 

Historic Earthquake Hazard Map  

 
The eastern half of Idaho has been classified as an area that could receive severe damage 
from a seismic event.  The following maps indicates the earthquakes that have occurred 
regionally since 1890 through the year 1999.  The City of Victor is located right in the 
center of the active area on the Wyoming/Idaho Border. 
 
 
 



 
FIGURE 9.2 

Historic Earthquake Activity around Victor 

 
The City of Victor is located in a "high risk" to "extreme risk" earthquake area and this 
fact should factor into all future planning and development regulations.  Awareness has 
been found to be the best mitigation tool available to protect residents and their families 
from potential earthquake hazards. 

 



 
FIGURE 9.3 

Earthquake Hazard Map  

FLOODING HAZARDS 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMS) for areas prone to flooding.  This information can be used to identify 
areas that need special planning.  
 
Flooding may result in damage or loss of property, injury or loss of life, and 
contamination of waterways with debris and hazardous chemicals.  The Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps indicate that there are no flood prone areas within City of Victor other than 
those parcels immediately adjacent to trail creek.  FEMA maps can be viewed at the 
Teton County Planning and Zoning office in Driggs. 
 
The City of Victor participates in the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Flood 
Insurance Program.  This requires the commitment from the City of Victor to manage 
housing and commercial development in the flood plain.  
 
RANGE/FOREST FIRES 
The City of Victor is surrounded by both desert type areas (rangeland and barren land) 
and a large amount of forest area.  Both of these land types can sustain a fire that could 
impact homes, businesses and the environment. 

  





AVALANCHE/LANDSLIDE/MUDSLIDE 
Severe snowstorms have been common in the City of Victor during the winter months.  
Avalanche dangers exist in the Canyon areas but typically do not affect residents in the 
City.  Currently, the mountainous areas are used as recreational areas and have very few 
permanent residents.  It is highly recommended that areas susceptible to avalanche 
hazards not be developed into populated areas. 
 
Potential areas for landslides or mudslides include the Jackson Pass area and steep slopes 
in the mountains around Victor.  It is recommended that planners be aware of this 
potential problem and address development within these areas accordingly.   
 
  
RANGE AND WILDFIRE 
For City planning, fire hazard cannot usually be avoided.  It can however be mitigated by 
proper planning.  It is recommended that City of Victor officials address emergency 
actions in the event that a range or forest fire does impact the surrounding area.   
 
Properly planned setbacks and fire awareness in development of site plans can make a 
substantial contribution to fire mitigation as well as to public health and safety.  Teton 
County completed a Wild land Fire Mitigation Plan in April 2004. 
 

 
FIGURE 9.5: Teton County Wildfire Hazard Areas  

Source: Teton County Wildfire Mitigation Plan 

 



LIGHT MANUFACTURING HAZARDS 
Light manufacturing hazards cover a vast range of hazards that have resulted as a part of 
the advancement of industry.  It is not the intent of this section to identify all light 
manufacturing hazards, but to indicate likely hazards based upon the current industry 
within the City of Victor.   
 
City planners should consider hazards associated with any new industry before allowing 
the industry into the City.    
 
 
UNDER-GROUND STORAGE TANKS 
Underground storage tanks constitute a hazard in that leakage from these tanks can result 
in contamination of ground water supplies.  
 
It is recommended that City planners determine where underground storage tanks are 
located to support and plan any anticipated expansion. 
 
 
ABOVE-GROUND FUEL TANKS 
Aboveground storage tanks constitute an explosive hazard and leakage from these tanks 
could result in contamination of ground water supplies.  It is recommended that City 
planners determine where storage tanks are located to support any anticipated expansion. 
 
 
HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL STORAGE 
Hazardous chemicals stored properly do not pose an immediate hazard to the public.  
However, if the chemicals are spilled or are involved in an accident (i.e. fire, explosion, 
etc.) that could lead to a release, the public may be exposed.  County and City officials 
need to know the type of chemicals that will be stored in businesses to protect emergency 
personnel in the event of an accident and the public from undue hazards.   
 
Businesses dealing with hazardous chemicals should be identified, emergency plans 
developed in the event of potential releases, and the public informed of any releases that 
may affect them.  In addition, county and City planners need to ensure areas where 
chemical spills have happened in the past are cleaned up before allowing general use of 
the area.   
 
 
AIR POLLUTION 
Air pollution is not typically a problem in a rural area.  However, any potential problems 
should be identified in the comprehensive plan. 
 
Local farmers are allowed to have controlled burns of the fields and ditch banks during 
the spring and fall, thus creating a potential air pollution hazard at these times.  Usually 
the smoke is quickly dissipated and is not a continuous hazard.  Before burning, the 
farmers must contact the Teton County Sheriff’s Office.  
 



PROPANE TANKS 
Propane is highly explosive when heated under confined conditions and it is also a fire 
hazard.  Propane is used to heat some homes and businesses in the City of Victor.  It is 
recommended that county and City planners ensure that propane tanks are located away 
from traffic areas and potential heat sources.   
 
Any propane tanks owned by county or City agencies need to be checked for leaks and 
any ignition sources removed from areas around tanks.  Also, information should be 
made available to the public explaining the hazards of propane. 
 
 

 

GOALS, AND POLICIES 
 

HAZARDOUS AREA GOALS 
1. Carefully consider limiting development in hazardous areas. 
2. Plan and construct development in hazardous areas in a way 

that considers the natural conditions of those areas and 
maximizes the health and safety of the City residents while 
minimizing the risk of damage or loss of property. 

 
  
Policy No. 1:  Endeavor to limit and/or cluster structures and developments in areas 
where known physical constraints or hazards exist.  Such constraints or hazards include, 
but are not limited to, the following: 
 
 1. Flood Hazards 
 2. Unstable soil and/or geologic conditions; and 
 3. Contaminated groundwater. 

4. Encourage development proposed in flood hazard areas to be critically 
reviewed. 
 

Rationale:  This policy seeks to protect human life and property, and to reduce public 
and involuntary costs resulting from disasters. 
 
Policy No. 2:  Work with university, state and federal agencies to update knowledge of 
the incidences, extent and location of the following:  seismic activity, flooding, aquifer  
contamination and other hazards.  
 
Policy No. 3:  Establish appropriate development standards and require development 
review of proposals in potentially hazardous areas.      
 
Policy No. 4:  Review and adopt building codes that regulate construction within seismic 
areas as appropriate and necessary.     
 
Policy No. 5:  Identify and monitor contamination in soils, wells and/or the aquifer in 
order to eliminate or minimize harmful effects.     
 
Policy No. 6:  Allow development in areas suited for construction as evidenced by 
competent soils, geology and hydrology investigations and reports.   Encourage 
development designed to fit the topography, soils, geology, hydrology and other 
conditions existing on the proposed site.     
 



Policy No. 7:  Development should be designed to prevent flooding and deterioration of 
water quality by providing protection of streams, natural and existing man-made water  
channels, aquifer recharge areas and floodplains from substantial alteration of their  
natural functions.       
 
Policy No. 8:  Restrict activities destructive of vegetation in designated riparian areas.  
 
Policy No. 9:  Promote the re-vegetation and stabilization of river and creek banks.   
 
Policy No. 10:  Require land developers to control and manage storm water runoff on 
site.  
 
Policy No. 11:  Prohibit large dams and large detention structures in the City upstream of 
neighborhoods.     
 
Policy No. 12:  Strongly discourage piping and channelization of streams.     
 
Policy No. 13:  Require appropriate erosion control efforts in all development. 
 
Policy No. 14:  Enforce building requirements as regulated by FEMA. 
 
Policy No. 15: Create defensible space. Provide information about Teton County Fire 
District's goal of defensible space to extreme risk developments.  
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